something for everyone. When I was

other great team in PM/WRA with an

in high school, living near Pope Air

exciting and important mission.

Force Base, N.C., and Fort Bragg, N.C.,
tary. I joined Army Junior Reserve

JOURNAL: What do you hope to accomplish through your new role as
director of PM/WRA?

Officer Training Corps in high school

BROWN: I want to continue to raise

and joined the Air Force Reserve Officer

awareness for conventional weapons-

Training Corps in college. It was in col-

destruction efforts including humani-

lege that I committed to joining the Air

tarian mine action. I want to continue

Force and going to pilot training.

efforts to keep conventional weapons-

I was interested in serving in the mili-

My first assignment to the State De-

destruction programs funded, because

partment was a total surprise with about

they have proven to be a modest invest-

90 days’ notice to report. After my ini-

ment that is saving lives and fostering

tial tour at DOS, any subsequent dis-

stability.

cussions about career assignments in

The program helps countries recov-

the D.C. area resulted in my return to

er from conflict and create safe, secure

State in different capacities. I would not

environments to rebuild infrastructure,

change a thing. The professionals that I

return displaced citizens to their homes

have met and my experience at the State

and livelihoods, assist survivors to inte-

Department have been great, and I feel

grate into society, and establish condi-

privileged that, following my service in

tions conducive to stability, nonviolence

the Air Force, I have been able to con-

and democracy. I am honored to work

tinue my service to the country with an-

with such a program.
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U.S. and Vietnam Sign Memorandum of Understanding
On 16 December 2013, U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam David Shear

in Vietnam through 2012. Reported casualties in 2012 (18 killed/53

signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on explosive rem-

injured/two unknown) showed a significant increase over previous

nants of war (ERW) cooperation.1 Bui Hong Linh, the deputy minis-

years, but the reason for the increase is unknown.3

ter of the Ministry of Labour - Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA),

Vietnam’s UXO contamination stems from three decades of con-

signed the MOU for Vietnam. The memorandum is important, said

flict, beginning with the communist uprising against French Co-

Linh, as it broadly outlines areas for cooperation between the two

lonial power in the 1940s and ending with the 1975 fall of Saigon.

countries to confront ERW in Vietnam.2

Despite years of clearance efforts, some areas in Vietnam remain

Following the signing of this MOU, the government of Vietnam
announced the establishment of the Vietnam National Mine Action

highly contaminated by UXO and landmines, especially the central region and the Vietnam-Laos border.4

Centre on 14 March 2014 during the Development Partnership Con-

A Vietnamese Ministry of Defense 2009 survey states that UXO

ference on Mine Action. In attendance at the conference, Deputy

contaminates approximately 35 percent of the country’s central re-

Assistant Secretary Samuel Perez noted that the MOU on ERW coop-

gion.5 In a 2002 survey, MOLISA reported that UXO contaminates 6.6

eration illustrates the U.S. commitment to helping Vietnam address

million hectares (16.3 million acres) of Vietnamese land, not includ-

war legacy issues.

ing maritime areas. MOLISA also noted that only 20 percent of UXO

According to the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor,
104,973 mine/ERW casualties (38,940 killed/66,033 injured) occurred

were found and defuzed.1
~ Chloe Cunningham, CISR staff
See endnotes page 65
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